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kind]. Olaus Magnus states that this land is cut off, so that according to him one could pass by it and round Escondia to go to the eastern islands, that is to say, on the eastern side of the same [i.e. of the land of Labrador]. As for the western side towards the land of the Bacallaos, it is said that two Portuguese brothers, named the Corte Reals, who went there to colonize by licence of the King of Portugal, and after whom it is also called the land of the Gorte Reals, or Corteratos by the corruption of a syllable, asserted that the great main land of the West Indies, of which they occupied the extreme end, was separated from that island of the Labrador by a very large and wide sea channel, of which the pilot Antonio Gaboto, above named, also had information. It was called the land of the Labrador because a labrador [landholder] of the islands of the Azores gave notice and information about it to the King of England, when he sent in search of it Antonio Gaboto,1 the English pilot and father of Sebastian Gaboto who now is Your Majesty's pilot-major. And since that time the land is frequented by the English who go there for fish, which the people of that land take in large quantities, which people they say are similar in their customs to those of Polonia, a province of Escondia, of which we spoke at the beginning of the first part. They obtain in the same way the furs of animals of great price and worth and carry thither merchandise which suits those people. It is said that the land is well peopled, with many trees and fine waters, and rivers of great volume, and with very small and very pleasant islands adjoining it along the whole coast, and with a well-stocked fishery. In the summer it has a pleasant aspect by reason of the many trees they say are there, an aspect which it does not retain in the winter on account of the heavy snowfall. The southern coast of this land, which is the part that has been hitherto explored, is a hundred and fifty leagues long, east and west, from the most easterly cape, called Cabo Gruesso, to another called Cabo de las Islas. Many fine rivers spring from it, and along the coast are many islands, although uninhabited and of no value. In the western part there is a great bay with many islands. It is in the latitude of fifty-six degrees and in the eleventh climate. Its longest day is of seventeen hours and a quarter.
Island of St. John: Islands of the Virgins.
Adjoining the coast of the land which we have above named the Bachal-laos, where the Corte Reales, the two Portuguese brothers, went to colonize,
1 Antonio Gaboto is here evidently John Cabot; but Santa Cruz, misled by Ziegler, is attributing to him Sebastian Cabot's voyage. It is plain that Santa Cruz had no knowledge of any other Cabot voyage than that described by Ziegler.